Sealing Voyage - 1897 


by R.R. Godden 
The sealing schooner FAWN voyaged, during the period 7 July to 11 October, 1897, 
from Clayoquot Sound, Vancouver Island to the Bering Sea and south again to 
Victoria. Her master was Captain M. Foley and the ship’s log was kept in a fine, 
_unseamanlike hand by one William Hughes. This log was recently donated to the 
museum by the McPherson Library of the University of Victoria. From it, a copy of 
the Commissioner’s Report of the Pelagic Sealing Commission (The Hon. Mr. Justice 
Audette, Commissioner) dated 10 January, 1916 and a publication of the United 
States Department of the Interior “Fur Seals of the Pribilof Islands”, the details for 
this article have been derived. 


Departure from Clayoquot, where Indian hunters with their canoes had embarked, 
was scheduled to permit time for the nearly 1500-mile voyage to the Bering Sea 
through the Aleutian Island chain to arrive to commence hunting when the season 
opened | August, 1897. Fine weather and light winds made fora slow beginning. On 30 
July, the log notes, the vessel passed through Ounimak (sic) Pass into the Bering Sea. 
On 31 July, the notation “Saw many seals from the vessel.” 


FAWN, with her mixed white and native crew of seamen and seal hunters, was one 
of many vessels on the sealing waters during 1897. She was one unit, in a gradually 
diminishing force of Victoria-based sealers operating under stringent regulations in 
pursuit of a depleting seal herd and against a falling profit factor on the marketing of 
sealskins. 


Commercial sealers like those in FAWN had been killing the migratory fur seals 
during their annual passage to the breeding grounds of the Pribilof and other islands 
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